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Code Enforcement THANK YOU ALL

Status Report

AS of: 20 August 2010

Building Permits: 2009 2010
1. Total Permits issued 63 33
2. House Permits: 24 12

3. Additions Permits: 3 3

4. Garage Permits: 4 0

5. Shed Permits: 17 7

6. Other Permits: 15 1

1. Total Permits in process: 1

N

. House Permits in process: 1 (waiting for revisions)

Tree Removal Requests

2009 2010
Total Requests: 92 41
Approved: 66 37
Unsightly Property or other Violations
2009 2010
Observed or reported: 175* 124
Warnings & Fines initially issued: 165* 124
Follow-ups: 81 95
Fines Issued: 103 81
Backlog: 10 3
Closed: 147 81
Sent to Attorney: 7 1
Appealed: 20 3
Hold 1 0

Total known or assumed foreclosures: 141— 27 - sold = 114

The Dependable Guy!!

The Paint Guy

Interior-Exterior Painting ® Deck Staining ® Power Washing

570-894-3037
JAMES IRWIN Fair Prices
710 Edgewood Road Free Estimates

Tobyhanna, PA 18466 Fully Insured

Another year has passed. It
was time to elect new Board
Members. I want to take
this opportunity to thank all
members who took the time

from their busy schedules to

come to our Annual Meeting
Saturday, August 21st. A big
thank you to all who sup-
ported me. I will do every-
thing in my power to make
sure your vote was not cast

in vain. You have given me
the opportunity to work
with other Board members
to ensure we move forward.
Thank you all
Millie Bishop
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Bye-bye By-laws

by BuzWhelan

At the August 21st annual meet-
ing the membership voted to reject
the by-law revision prepared by
the Ad Hoc Committee to Revise
the By-laws and recommended by
the Board of Directors.

Under our current by-laws our
fiscal year is set as beginning on
May Ist and ending on the follow-
ing April 30th (Article III, Sec-
tion 9). Our by-laws also set “on
or about the third Saturday in Au-
gust” (Article VIL, Section 2) as the
meeting date of the Annual Meet-
ing. Finally, Article V, Section 1,
Paragraph b states “that the budget
shall be presented for review and
comment by the Members at an
annual or special meeting of the
Association, prior to approval” by
the Board of Directors. How can
a budget that must by Pennsylva-
nia Nonprofit Corporation law be
in place at the start of the fiscal
year (May 1st) be presented to the
membership for review at a meet-
ing that won't take place for 3%
months later? Of course, it can’t,
and year after year the board is in
violation of the by-laws because
of this non-reconcilable set of re-
quirements. The by-law revision
would have corrected this.

Under our current by-laws a di-
rector may be removed from office
because he or she is gay. A director
may be removed because s/he is
Jewish or Islamic. A director may
be removed because s/he is black,
or because she has had an abortion
or divorce and someone disap-
proves. Directors may be removed
for any number of bad reasons
because the by-laws say a director
may be removed with or without
cause. So the homophobes, anti-
Semites, racists and others may
hide their true reasons and de-
mand a director be removed for no
reason at all, or for a falsely stated
reason. If such a person can find
73 other people to sign a petition
for removal then a special meeting
would have to be held. Even if the
effort failed, it would be an ex-
pensive waste of the Association’s
money. The by-law revision would
have restricted removal to specific
grounds including criminality, in-
competence or non-performance
of duties.

Under our current by-laws the
Board of Directors is required “to
pay all taxes and assessments levied
against any property of the Asso-
ciation.” This mandates the board
to pay taxes on swampland, wet-
land, unpercable and otherwise
unbuildable and valueless prop-
erties. Recent boards have wisely
disregarded the requirement to

pay such taxes, but in doing so
they violate the by-laws. The revi-
sion would have corrected this.

At the Annual Meeting one can-
didate submitted her petition to
run from the floor. Her name and
the name of two other ‘floor can-
didates’ had to be hand written on
each ballot, as the current by-laws
require. When she later announced
her withdrawal, all ballots with
her name on it were then invalid.
Since no crossouts are permitted,
all ballots had to be exchanged.
But there weren’t enough replace-
ment ballots for this, as less than
10 replacement ballots are usually
needed. So the board secretary de-
clared that the by-laws would have
to be suspended and the irregular
ballots used. The revised by-laws
eliminated the necessity of writing
the names of candidates the voter
was not voting for, so this situa-
tion would have been prevented.

There were 30 items to be re-
vised, in all. An explanation of
each was made available to inter-
ested members as well as copies
of the current by-laws and the re-
vised document. It was announced
at the June monthly open meet-
ing, again at the July open meet-
ing, and a notice on the front page
of the July issue of the Emerald
News made clear these materials
could be picked up at the Admin-
istration Office at any time during
normal business hours. A number
of members availed themselves of
the materials.

While the above-cited important
revisions were made there were
much less significant changes as
well. The Campground Committee
was dropped since neither it nor
the campgrounds have existed for
quite a few years. The address of
the Association was corrected. Ref-
erences to the Grantor/Developer
were eliminated since ties were
severed more than 30 years ago.
There were 30 revisions in all.

You'd think these
would provoke an interesting dis-
cussion or debate on their merits.
And you'd be dead wrong. Amaz-
ingly, almost all debate focused on
procedure; substance was virtually
ignored.

Carmen Broadnax got the ball
rolling by questioning the Call
to Meeting notice as using the
word “consider” regarding the is-
sue. Since the word “vote” wasn't
used, then it would be improper
to do so, and she demanded a le-
gal opinion. When I tried to point
out that both the word “consider”
and “vote” have secondary mean-
ings that are synonymous she told
me she wasn'’t talking to me and

revisions

wasn't interested in what I had
to say on the matter. Well, excuse
me. I'm afraid Robert’s Rules of
Order, Revised, 10th Edition make
clear that all communication is
through the chair. In any case,
the attorney opined that a reason-
able person would expect that the
Call to Meeting entry subsumed a
vote. Then Lorraine Koch, urged
by others, read a motion that the
agenda item be removed from the
table and not considered. This mo-
tion required a roll call vote tak-
ing a little over half an hour, and
it failed. From here the objections
came fast and furious, and I'm not
precisely sure of the sequence. Re-
nae Skubish said that a week or ten
days before she had found a typo
in the by-law copy posted on the
website. It had been corrected, but
no matter, it had once appeared.
Former board president Jerry
Viola wanted to know how many
people had just gotten the revision
that morning, then stated that to
be proper the documents should
have been mailed to all members.
I went to the US Post Office in

Tunkannok and weighed a single
packet. It would cost $1.73 each
to mail the packets first class. As I
write this there are 1,948 entries
on our mailing list. Therefore, it
would cost exactly $3,370.04 to
do a complete mailing. Here's a
guy who has admitted or averred
(you choose the verb) he voted
against the badly needed dues in-
crease but is ready to spend almost
$3,400 of the Association’s money
to make sure the 12 to 15 people
who raised their hands had gotten
materials sooner. Wouldn't it make
just a teensy bit of sense for these
folks to stop by the office and pick
them up? And in the discussion
on Absentee Ballots that followed,
these same folks opposed the mea-
sure stating that anyone who re-
ally cares about Association affairs
would make it their business to be
physically present. It’s too much
to ask folks to spend an extra 5
minutes when visiting the com-
pactor to stop by the office and
obtain materials, but we shouldn’t
make it any easier for them to cast
a vote. Hmmm. Someone else ob-
jected to the fact that she had to
sign for the copy, a surefire rea-
son to reject. Bernice Krol said she
was offended by the relegation

of the Nominations and Election
Committee to the ad hoc status it
had before the 8/10/00 revision,
though the committee only exists
for 3 months each year. Honest.
She really said she was offended.
Former board president Maryanne
O’Leary said we should vote on
each of the 30 revisions separately.
Well, it took almost 90 minutes to
count the 5 voting points on the
ballots. How long might it have
taken to count 34 individual vot-
ing points? My arithmetic says
10% hours. And Lord help us if a
mistake required a recount.

Five members of the revision
committee (Nick DeVito, Paul
Cappozoli, Dennis Green, Bill
Henry and Buz Whelan) assisted
by secretary/typist and editor Edie
DeVito worked for 9 months on
the revisions. All legal questions
were vetted by the Association at-
torney. The revised document is
easier to read, freed of repetition,
freed of ambiguity and 4 pages
shorter. Yet the members present at
the Annual Meeting seemed only
interested in discussing procedur-
al issues, rather than the substance
of the changes. This is what passes
for intellectual debate at Emerald
Lakes.

Rebuttal To Bye Bye

by Lorraine Koch

I would like to thank our former
president, Buz Whelan, for getting
my name out there. Before I start, I
would like to tell him a few things
that I learned in my life -THE
LOWER DOWN YOU PUT ME OR
ANYONE, THE HIGHER UP THEY
GO; WHEN YOU SPIT UP IN THE
AIR IT COMES DOWN IN YOUR
FACE; and WHAT GOES AROUND
COMES AROUND; BESIDES BE-
ING POWERLESS OVER PEOPLE,
PLACES AND THINGS. There is a
right way and a wrong way of do-
ing things. You persist in trying to
force your way on the community
when your way is not always the
right way. Why not give others a
chance?

You once told me that you can
print anything about something or
someone as long as it is true. That
is debatable because truth is in the
eye of the beholder and your way
of looking at things is not always
the right way. Guess what, Joseph
Olall did not tell me to make a
motion at the annual meeting
There were five woman sitting
around me and one of them asked
me (two others convinced me) to
make the motion to stop the vote
on all of the by-laws changes at
once. I went over to Joe to verify
your version of the motion be-

cause I like many other people did
not agree with the approach you
were taking. The defeat of your
motion bears me out. Why don't
you just let all this crap go?You are
no longer President and yet you
continue to divide the community
with your vindictiveness.

We have a new board now and
we have women on it. They are
movers and shakers along with the
men. You know nothing about me
but I will tell you that I stand to
be corrected at times and I don't
have temper tantrums about it. I
welcome corrections and weigh
the options. I could not under-
stand why when you could not get
the dues increase passed the first
time, you would do it again and
up it? You walked down the street
and fell into the same hole. After
the first time I would have walked
down a different street; the same
thing with the BY LAWS. It’s time
to stop all of this juvenile behavior.
There are no winners with your
badmouthing and non-productive
line of tactics. Put principles above
personalities.

I just moved up here a year
ago and I am learning about our
community. I was President of
the KIWANIS CLUB BATH BEACH
VERRAZANO, a board member of
the BENSONHURST GUIDANCE

to ByLaws

CENTER, Associate member of
the Fraternal Order of Police, was
a member of the Auxiliary Police,
a senior paralegal for the prosecu-
tors” office — family court division
(NYC Law Department). I have
a paralegal degree from Brook-
lyn College. I also have a Mental
Health/Counselor of Alcoholism
and substance abuse T certificate
from Kingsborough College. I have
never seen such behavior from a
homeowners association president
(past president) in a community
that has thousands of decent fami-
lies.

The thing that makes me real
and humble is that I still can stand
to be corrected. I am still learning
and I do not let my anger for my-
self out on other people!! I was
taught to respect people and to be
courteous. You can see from my
background that I am a contribu-
tor and a volunteer. Yes, I like Joe
and other people on the board
and I feel they have their work cut
out for them. There is a good mix
of all different personalities and
if they are given support and not
bad mouthed, by the grace of God
we will rebuild. Again thank you
for getting my name out there and
God bless you for all the good that
you have done.
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Ryan Culverson,

Community Center Coordinator

Heather Kelly,
Recreation/Aquatics Supervisor
Phone Number: 570-646-8118
Recreation Program Number:
570-643-3395

Visit us on line at www.elainc.org

Hours of Operation:
The schedule below is tentative and sub-
ject to change beginning Oct. 1, 2010.
Monday - 6 - 10 p.m.
Tues & Wed - CLOSED
Thursday - 7 - 10 p.m. (open swim)
Friday - 5 p.m. - midnogjt
Saturday - 1 p.m. - midnight
Sunday - 1 - 9 p.m.

Indoor Pool:
Monday — 7 — 9:45 p.m.
Thursday — 7 — 10 p.m.
Friday — 5 — 9:45 p.m.
Saturday — 1 — 9:45 p.m.
Sunday — 3 — 6:45 p.m.

Outdoor Pool & Hours:

Closed for Season

Swim Lesson:
TBA

Emerald Grill:
Monday — 6 — 10 p.m.
Friday — 5 — 10 p.m.
Saturday — 5 — 10 p.m.
Sunday -3 —8 p.m.
Bar:
Monday — 6 - 10 p.m.
Friday — 5 p.m. — midnight
Saturday — 5 p.m. — 12 midnight
Sunday — 3 — 9 p.m.
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE WHEN
THE GRILL IS OPEN!
Adult Water Aerobics
Monday, Wednesday, Friday — 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.
Bingo
Most Saturday Evenings 7:30 p.m.
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT CURFEW FOR
THOSE UNDER 18 IS 10 Pm.!!!

n Culverson
g A terrific summer has come to an
end, new Board Directors have been
elected, and old man winter is knock-
ing at our back doors (I know, I know.
Winter...the mere mention was un-
called for). With the Annual Meeting
behind us, we can all refocus, reorganize, and re-open
the pool! We are planning to open the pool on Sep-
tember 20th (pending all goes well with the filling
and proper functioning of filters and pumps). I truly
recognize the hunger for the indoor pool re-opening
and sincerely hope that you will join us for that cel-
ebrated day. I have missed the many members that
frequent our most prized amenity. I have also noticed
a decline in activity due to its closing, so trust and be-
lieve, I will be thrilled to see you all pouring back in
to enjoy the center. I also encourage you to choose an
entrée from our newly designed Emerald Grill Menu.
As I mentioned a few months ago, the food concept is
still the same, grill food, with a few additions. I would
like to thank Christopher Tarvin, Front Desk Clerk, for
working very hard at presenting such an attractive

menu for you all to enjoy.

With repainting and the above board’s seating, the
times are a-changing, but the staff and I are diligently
working...

With repainting and the above board’s seating, the
times are a-changing, but the staff and I are diligently
working on the annual Halloween festivities, Story
Time with Santa, and a New Year’s celebration you
won't want to miss. We decided late last season, after

the torrential downpour during the Haunted Hayride
that this year’s spooky event would be brought indoors.
We will host the first annual Haunted Asylum right
within the community center. It will be a 3 day event
potentially closing the center down during this time
to ensure a production that will be difficult for anyone
to forget. However, in order for this anticipated pro-
duction to be unforgettable we need volunteers, and
many of them. We need members of all ages interested
in helping bring forth a thrill ride that the entire Mt.
Pocono will be talking about. So, please, contact the
Community center if you are interested in helping the
Haunted Asylum coming to fruition. The cost is $4.00
for ages 10and up and $2.00 under 10. Hot dogs,
hamburgers, hot cocoa, coffee, beer (for 21 and older)
all will be available for purchase during the Haunted
Asylum. The Kids Halloween party and Trunk or Treat
are in the making as usual, with one addition...a Teen
Halloween party. On October 30th we plan to load up
with a Halloween extravaganza -Kids party, Trunk or
Treat, Teen party, and let’s not forget the Adult Hallow-
een Party. Details within this issue. Only thing I ask....
arrive in costume for ALL events! Folks, get festive!

I have taken up enough of your time, but you can
now put the newsletter down and get out to the com-
munity center. We await your presence to offer dinner,
a libation, or a dip in the pool and all with a smile. If
you haven’t signed up to receive the EMAIL BULLE-
TINs what are you waiting for? Email them to me at
elacoord@yahoo.com or you can simply contact the
administration office. Until next time, be particular.

ELWC LADIES LUNCHEON
AND

CHINESE

AUCTION

Free Lunch, open to all ELLA Ladies,
18 years and older

Put the date on your calendar and plan to join us on Saturday, October
2nd, 2010 @ 12pm in our clubhouse. The lunch is on the Women'’s club,
and your welcome to come join us for a fun filled afternoon. Prior

registration is required so we can plan for the food. You can call Eileen

643-2917 or 350-1691
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Recreational Highlights Indoor Pool

by Heather Kelly

I cannot believe how fast the sum-
mer has flown by. The lifeguard staff
worked hard and was dedicated this
summer, even with the new ame-
nity schedule. I am so proud of the
lifeguard staff and the positive feed-
back they received from the com-
munity members and I hope they
keep up the good work throughout
the winter season. With the end of
summer comes a new beginning
here at the Emerald Lakes commu-
nity center. We hope to get many
volunteers for the following events,
and to get feedback from the com-
munity members about other events
you would like to have here.

The staff and I are gearing up for
autumn and have many fun things
planned. On September 17, there is
a meeting for teens ages 12-17 at
the community center to discuss
what they want out of the com-
munity center. This age group rarely

gets to be heard, yet they are the
ones who come to the basketball
courts and to the community center
the most. I am eager to hear what
they have to say and am looking for-
ward to working with them.

On September 24, there is a
moonlight walk at the Tannersville
Cranberry Bog. Please wear sneak-
ers, weather appropriate clothes,
and bring a flashlight as you walk
around the bog and learn about this
great place right in our backyard.
Please be at the bog in Tannersville
at 7pm. For further information go
online at www.mcconservation.org.

There will also be a new craft club
starting up in September. Please call
the community center for more
information on meeting dates and
times.

October is beginning to look
spooky! Emerald Lakes would like
to present the Haunted Asylum. On
October 15, 16, and 17 at 7pm at

the community center be prepared
to be scared as you experience the
clubhouse like never before! Costis
$4.00 per adult and $2.00 per child
under 10 years old.

Also in October take part in the
Halloween parties for all ages. From
1-3pm there is a kids’ party. The
teen party follows, from 4-7 p.m.,
and the adult custume party runs
from 9 p.m. ‘tll close. Don’t forget
to participate in the Trick-o-Trunk
from 4-6 p.m. as well!! We hope ev-
eryone comes out and has a great
time.

For more details on any and all
of these events, please go to the
Facebook page or have your chil-
dren friend me on Facebook under
elarecl 0@yahoo.com under the
name Ela Kelly.

Please feel free to call the com-
munity center 570-643-3395 or
570-646-8118 or email Heather
Kelly at elarec1 0@yahoo.com

New Group forms for
Community Involvement

Emerald Lakes resident, Pat Galderisi has invited all her fellow former ELA Board Directors to join her in form-
ing a group to come together to discuss the future of our community. Her plan is to hold discussions about
ways to help the association and to offer advice to the current board.

Pat tells the Emerald News that this is a non-political group whose purpose will be to come together to offer
their collective ideas and support to the elected board and to nurture the spirit of volunteerism that has helped
our community in the past. All previous directors are eligible to join, and there are currently 18 members with a
combined 94 years of experience in service on the board. Their first meeting was held at Pocono Manor in July.

History is a great teacher, and this group intends to concentrate on the history of our association, and to pass
that history on to all members of ELA. Some are active in the Community Associations Institute and they en-
courage all members to join. CAI offers members an education in homeowner association living, and provided

leadership training for directors.

The current members of the group are:

Eugene Iannuzzi Sue Dyckmans Jerry Viola
Bruce Pizzimenti Flo Mauri Bernice Krol
Claire Abbazio Pat Galderisi DaleWalsh
Mary Ann O’Leary Barbara DeGeorge Marion Colvin
David Pope Donald Bishop John Avrich
Rudy Grimm Nicholas DeVito Bill Henry

Seated L. to R.: David Pope, Sue Dyckmans; Standing L. to R. Rudy Grimm, John Avrich, Eugene Iannuzzi, Donald Bishop, Nicholas
DeVito, JerryViola, Pat Galderisi, Bernice Krol, Bruce Pizzimenti, Dale Walsh, Marion Colvin, Claire Abbazio, Barbara DeGeorge; Not
in photo: Flo Mauri, Mary Ann O’Leary, Bill Henry

Betore/ After

Indoor Pool Closing

otoe H
il

Indoor Pool Complete

Save the Date:

* Moonlight walk in the Cranberry Bog — Sep-
tember 24
Must pre-register by Sept. 20

* Craft Club Meeting — September 26 at 3 p.m.
(Interesting in participating in various crafts,
join us for an informational meeting to dis- .
cuss possibilities)

* Sunday Movie Scara-a-thon — October, 31
— all day scary movies to be shown at the
clubhouse ($2 entry for unlimited access to
all movies to be shown) Order of the Emer-
ald Grill menu

* Movie Night Under the Stars - 10/1/10 8 p.m.
BUNDLE UP!!!

* Trunk or Treat - 10/31/10 - 4 - 6 p.m. Kids,

come on out to the Center parking lot for

trick or treating right outta TRUNKS!

R, Nl 2

R
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Annual Meeting—New Board Members

Marge Dennen
Ext. 17

Barbara Timmeney
Ext 24

Office:
800-278-2177

Board President, Buz Whelan delivers his exiting speech.

YOUR HOME TEAM

We're also your neighbors in
Emerald Lakes
* Complete Service * 12 offices
* Over 135 experienced
ﬂ.gen.tﬂ

""\-\.\.__

Let the power of
Century 21 Select Group Help you.
30 years of living in Emerald
& 16 vears of listing & selling.
Call the Power Team at B00-278-2177
Marge Dennen Barbara Timmeney

e-mail: mepoconod@century21selectgroup.com
www.century2lselectgroup.com

The 2010-2011 Board of Directors.
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Village Squlrei,
Restaurant .

POCONOS FINEST
Wednesday
Italian Night

5 Dinner Choices for $9.95

940 and Route 115, Blakeslee Corners

570-646-3446

www.villagesquirerestaurant.com

Friday
Full Course
5 oz. Lobster Dinner Prime Rib Dinner
for $15.95 for $12.95

Offering the Area’s Best Early Bird Menu!!

Two Dinners for $15 ¢ Tuesday thru Sunday 4-6 p.m.

Lunch - Wednesday-Sunday
11 a.m.-Close

Saturday

Full Course

Friday Happy Hour

1/2 Ib. Burgers, Oversized 5-7 p.m.
Sandwiches, Soups and Salads! CLOSED MONDAYS

GREAT FOOD e GREAT PRICE ¢ GREAT ATMOSPHERE

Dinner - Tuesday-Sunday
Featuring Steaks, Seafood,
Chicken and Pasta!
Children’s Menu

iaunted Asyluni

Location: Emerald Lakes Community Centex
October 15, 16 & 17 @ 7 ovm
Cost: $4.00 per adult $2.00 undexr ten
¥ r i g
WéRNJ.NG

Dates & Times:

, A safe chimney is
no accident!
,r"fr'h"'-

guaranteed. Cleaning, relining Fy
ani FEpdirs 4l chimnevs all the time l
Absolute Chimney Service
(570) 325-8131
< wwwchimney.cpals.com * |-B88-833-6645

MICHAELS CARPET

Route 840 Pocono Park, Pocono Lake cuﬂtﬂm

(570) 646-1502
Morsday - Fricry 55 « Sahurday 10-4 = Sunday 102 Kitchens,
Baths, Tile,

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP
Counter

Tops,
Hardwood,
Carpet,
Window
Treatments
and more!

Second Home/Rental Insurances & Seasonal Dwellings
Low Cost Auto & Motorcycle Insurances
Home Insurance at Reasonable Rates

ROBERT A. LAUBSCHEp

Mo mcss

INSURANCE AGENCY

Auto * Home * Commercial ¢ Life

432 STERLING ROAD,
ROUTE 196, MT. POCONO

970-839-2600

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9-5
Tuesday & Thursday 9-6; Saturday 9-12
Also by Appointment

Above All in Sevvice
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The Importance

of Cancer Screenings

Regular cancer testing can
save your life. Ask your doc-
tor or nurse about these tests.
Be sure to tell the doctor or
nurse if you or your mother,
brother, sister, or children
have had cancer. In addi-

tion to getting your tests, the

MO LD

Doas vour homa hopvs mickd?
Ir:rn.l':.- nct fesd o el ?

Call Us We Can Help!

drew :
Envirkicecen

= Carfifisd Mold Bpmediatios Specialivty
= Eple Coal-EMeetine Rates

= Fully lmsmred P

= Aftics
« Basemenis
* Crawl Spaces

= Geanearal

Construction

“Improving Lives
One Breath At A Time.”

1S

Fre: 570-347-F580 o

Tl Froo -3 i
wiwew. o ldapecialist, met

following may lower your
chances of getting cancer
and other diseases.

Do not use tobacco.

Protect yourself from the
sun.

Eat plenty of fruits, veg-
etables, and whole grains
and only small amounts of
red meat and high-fat dairy
products.

Maintain a healthy weight.

Drink less alcohol, if you
drink at all.

Get at least 30 minutes of
physical activity on five or
more days each week.

For more information
about lowering your risk of
getting cancer, call 1-800-
227-2345 or visit www.can-
cer.org. Both are available 24
hours a day, 7 days a week.

Crime Watch

Committee Meeting

There will a meeting for all current members, and for
those interested in becoming members of the ELA Neigh-
borhood Crime Watch on Saturday, October 16 at 09:30
a.m. at the Community Center.

A new Chairperson and Board Liaison will be an-
nounced.

The meeting is open to all ELA residents.

Please plan to attend.

e Hard Water?
e Sulphur Smell?

e Bacteria?

PROBLEM WATER? /

* Brown or Green Stains?

* Clogged Water Heaters?

WE HAVE THE ANSWER.

We provide economical results

not high priced, high pressure hype.

CALL TODAY
1-800-532-8283

7

FREE Water Test

¢I|. John Davis

Your Home Comfort
Experts for 55 Years

Directory of Services

IMPORTANT
PHONE NUMBERS

b |
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EMERGENCY: DIAL “911” :
(For Fire, Police and Ambulance) I
Monroe County Police 1
Non-Emergency Number 570-992-9911 I
[
1
[
[
[
[
[
[
[
ol

ELA Office 570-646-2622

ELA Public Safety 570-643-3385

ELA Community Center 570-646-8118

PA Game Commission 570-420-3754
Monroe County Dog Warden 570-629-1099
ASPCA 570-421-6761

Ad Rates in this Newspaper

Business Card ads $36 10" ad $90
Half Page $285 Full Page $455
Add $25 for Spot Color; Add $55 for Full Color

Contact Journal Newspapers at (570) 443-8321
and ask for Seth x302, or E-mail to journalads@
pa.metrocast.net again attention Seth.

Special “pick-up” rates available for ads in the weekly Journal of the
Pocono Plateau or The Journal-Herald and our monthly publications,
The News of The Poconos, The Journal-Valley Views, and The Jour-
nal Mountaintop. Rates are also available for other Pocono association
newsletters produced by Journal Newspapers.

SNOW
PLOWING

David F. Matush * 570-629-2496
Free Eslimales

Reliable, Dependable, Reasonable

John’s Plumbing & Electric Inc.

Having a Problem with your Electric or Plumbing?

* Water Conditioning Systems X
o Well Pumps—Septic Pumps 1 |
o Insured—24 Hour Emergency Service - -

pBp n
g5l

J PAQ07612

FAST, COURTEOUS SERVICE!

(570) 646-6958

S70-977-5095 Call

570-BO4-3400 CHlice

BAS-468-T17T Toll Frea
570-BO4-3300 Fax
sgottiried & gingarbrealty. com E-madsil

STEVE GOTTFRIED
Aeenciats Broloy, Raakior

7~ “\GINGER B

REALTY

456 Routs 188, Steilng Fd
Fotwrhimning, PA 18488

“I am an Emerald
Lakes Resident. "
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Letters to the Editor

All letters must be typed and limited to 300 words. They may be emailed to emeraldnews(@yahoo.com or dropped off at the admin office or community center. Address
envelope “Editor, Emerald News”We reserve the right to refuse publication of libelous material, inappropriate language or repetitious material.

Letter to Editor — Coleman

I am happy that a page is turn-
ing at Emerald Lakes and I make
this request of the new president
and the board. Please note that I
am writing this just moments af-
ter reading the final message by
the outgoing president.

When folks disagree with you
or your decisions, we just disagree.
We are not ill-informed, or below
standard mentally.

When we don't participate, it
may mean that we think that we
don’t have much to contribute, or
it might be that we are just busy. It
could also be that we fear ridicule
and accusations. It does not mean
that we are lazy.

We don’t now, or have ever felt
that the board has a right or rea-
son to censor our words.

We don’t believe that we have to
be a board member to understand
finance, so long as the financials
are presented to us clearly. We don't
need them to be interpreted.

We reject out of hand the silly
notion that people here view the
dues as low, or that we cannot have
vibrancy without a dues increase.

And finally, we ask that you see
your role as being a facilitator of
the beliefs, hopes, and goals of the
good folks who live here. We are
a small community of nice people
that live on a big planet. We have
ideas that are worth knowing, and
ask that you help us to achieve our
own wishes, rather than instruct-
ing us on what is good for us.
Please help to pull us together.

PS. it is also hoped that you will charge
the full-page advertising price to include the
Whirled Gnus. Either that, or give everyone
their own page.

The Emerald News welcomes all con-
tributions; we need more contributors.
Members who would like their own page
are requested to contact the editor.

Dear Editor

It is with great disappointment
that T left the annual meeting last
Saturday. The motion to amend the
bi-laws to permit absentee ballots
was defeated. Out of 1600 prop-
erties that have a voice, less than
200 were heard. And yet I saw
people go to the ballot box with
HANDEFULS of ballots. The very
people who defeated this motion
did so by not being there. Isn’t that
a bit hypocritical not to mention
a violation? The judge of election
was very careful to go exactly by
the bi-laws earlier in the meeting
even to the point of going through
the books for a voice vote on one

point. Yet he stood by and allowed
ballots to be cast by people who
left the meeting, either early or
late,

I hope the new board of direc-
tors will try harder to instill trust
and respect from the members
than the last one did. The first
thing they should do is take a class
in civics and learn how to hold
a proper meeting instead of the
shouting match we now call our
annual meeting. As for me, I will
support the new board any way I
can as they are MY representatives
and I know they will do what is
best for everyone in our commu-
nity. It is my hope that the other
members of the association will
follow suit.

Diane Kolb, Lot 510

Letter to the Editor

I am usually a quiet person,
however, 1 felt the need to write
this letter due to the total lack of
respect that shown at the Annual
Board Meeting held on August 21,
2010 at Pocono Mountain Region-
al High School. Up front, I will tell
you that I am biased since I am the
wife of Buz, who has been Presi-
dent of the Emerald Lakes Associa-
tion for the past two years. But, I
know first-hand that he has put in
well over 4,000 hours serving the
association as a director and Em-
erald News contributor over the
last 3 years. His out-of-pocket ex-
penses exceeded $5,000. He tried
to do what was best for the com-
munity. Yet, Maryanne O’Leary,
former president of ELA, found
the need to state that he “.. . wast-
ed her time”. How disrespectful.
How petty. His President’s mes-
sage was 30 minutes. If he took
10 or 15 minutes more than you'd
like from your busy, busy life that’s
just too bad.
The
way the leaders are treated in this

My husband was right.

community is awful. No one with
any intelligence will or should put
up with this nonsense. This com-
munity will not be able to move
forward unless we let our leaders
lead. Please do not let the outspo-
ken mediocre individuals in this
community stop us from keeping
this a premier community.

Kathy Whelan

Yes, it was a long meeting on
Saturday; yes, as a community we
have lots to work on. Indepen-
dently and collectively we need
to strive to enhance our Emerald
Lakes Community. I was glad to

see people felt they could exercise

their voice, did so, and learned a
little more about Roberts Rules of
Order and the process of demo-
cratic meetings. It was good to see
people visiting together and meet-
ing new friends. We do not have
to agree but can respectfully, and
honorably, disagree. We can still
come to a consensus and continue
to work in harmonious concert.
We are all movers and shakers in
our own lives; we need to learn to
move and shake together to a new
melody!

I had never met her before, but I
would like to thank Joanne Barron
who kindly gave me a bag of treats
to eat. I owe you one!

I would like to thank Bob Leon
for his Facebook format and for
maintaining the ELA website so
we have alternate ways of being
informed.

I would like to suggest that we
have some form of membership
list for the community, so names
and ideas shared at meetings can
be acted upon later, or new friends
more readily located. Community
members’ names, address, phone
numbers, and/or e-mail could be
on this list at each individual’s dis-
cretion.

We can also readily film meet-
ings and candidate presentations
and post them either on our web-
site, or in a youtube format so
those who cannot always attend
can still be informed and educat-
ed. It is our responsibility to keep
informed but having several op-
tions makes it easier.

I would like to thank the board
members for their dedication and
hard work. No one knows the
hours nor the demands of the job
unless they walk in your shoes.
Thank you, candidates and new
board members, for your willing-
ness to dedicate yourselves to our
community.

I would like to thank all of us
for coming out to work together
for Emerald Lakes.

Finally, I would like to thank Gil
Werner for his dedication to Em-
erald Lakes, and because he is an
honorable and good man to have at
the helm. Every time his name was
mentioned, Gil received grateful,
supportive applause. We are lucky
to have Gil who thoroughly knows
the ins and outs of Emerald Lakes,
and knows how to set our sights
to a better community with diplo-
macy and kindness. Thank you for
keeping our sails trim!

Gilda Spiotta
5943A
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Guidelines for Submissions

News and Feature:

Submissions of news and feature
reporting will be judged by normal
journalistic standards. We reserve the
right to edit for content, quality and
length. Any community activity or
news occurrence may be covered.

All pictures must be accompa-
nied by caption information. This
information must tell the viewer
more than s/he can see by merely
observing the picture. Persons who
are central figures must be identified
by name and by title where appro-
priate.

Emerald News Policy/
Mission Statement

As a community news-
paper the need to inform
and entertain is the Emer-
ald News’ reason for being.
Our mission is to provide
the best and most com-
prehensive coverage of
community news
as our resources allow. We
are also charged with pub-

licizing social and athletic

events

events and reporting on
these events after the fact.
We serve as a conduit for

information between com-
munity management and
members. We provide a
“Letters to the Editor” sec-
tion so that a forum exists
for the interchange of ideas
feedback from
members on management
decisions and actions, and
further, for the informal re-
porting of observed events
by members. Lastly, we
hope to amuse and enter-
tain our readers.

and for




EMERALD NEWS, AUTUMN 2010-PAGE 11

Caught on Tape

by Edie DeVito

Recently, I discovered my bird
feeders empty in too short a pe-
riod of time. I purchased squir-
rel proof feeders which I find not
to be helpful. I not only get the

X

-

10

squirrels, but also the chipmunks
feeding from them. They cer-
tainly are clever how they manage
to hang from the feeders and eat
away at the seeds. My neighbor
suggested I buy safflower seeds.

when you become a new
avtomatic delivery propane
or heating oil customer!
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That didn’t work. Keeping a close
eye, and much to my surprise, I
discovered now the deer are tak-
ing advantage of this as well. T had
no idea they too were interested.
Just can’t win.

FREE Safety Check & FREE Tank Change-Out

Of your propane tank ($135 Valua!)
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CIOCS need to get

creative and cooperative

by Carmen Brodnax

ELA members may think their
problems are unique, but everyone
living in a private development in
Pennsylvania faces the same chal-
lenges. We live in private commu-
nities by choice, but are liable for
local taxes to support the public in-
frastructure and we pay association
dues to support our community’s
infrastructure and to maintain basic
services. Our taxes continue to rise,
our roads, bridges, dams, etc. con-
tinue to age, and the cost of services
continues to escalate.

State Representative, John Siptroth
(D-189) decided to take a look at the
impact of this population on local
municipalities. By his estimate, at
least three million property owners
live in approximately 15,000 devel-
opments throughout the Common-
wealth, representing one quarter of
the total population. In some com-
munities such as the Poconos, ho-
meowners in private developments
may outnumber those who live out-
side while in other parts of the state,
private developments are scarce.
Rep. Siptroth introduced HR350 to
Pennsylvania’s General Assembly in
June 2009 to conduct a statewide
study of the problems facing these
communities and the scale of the
financial impact they pose, with the
goal of developing equitable legisla-
tive solutions for all taxpayers. Cur-
rently, private communities do not
qualify for public funds or grants;
they cannot utilize public service
providers such as PennDot unless
their roads meet local specifications;
and local police do no patrol inside
their developments, among other
disadvantages.

Residents from Delaware, Mon-
roe, and Pike Counties representing
Home Owner Associations (HOA)
-some as large as 5,000 members
to as few as 60-homeowner com-
munities - packed a room at Fern-
wood Resort on September 8 to
hear a presentation on preliminary
study results. Emerald Lakes was
represented by sitting board presi-
dent George Haab, board director
Joe Olall, former board president
Flo Mauri, former board member
Pat Galderisi, and Carmen Brodnax.
The General Assembly’s research
arm, the Joint State Government
Commission (JSGC) undertook the
study initially concentrating on pri-
vate developments or as they coined
them, ‘common interest ownership
communities (CIOCs)” in Monroe
and Pike Counties. They are tasked
with surveying and analyzing all
municipalities statewide.

Data was sought primarily from
local planning commissions and tax
assessors’ offices. They stated the
many difficulties they encountered

since local municipalities differ in
the staffing resources needed to as-
sist the project, the amount of data
stored from office to office varies,
and uniform databases from which
data could be extrapolated were
nonexistent. In other words, their
work was harder than they expected
it to be. The deadline for final study
results was extended to March 2011
from July 2010.

The Pocono Record summed up
their preliminary findings the fol-
lowing day characterizing the re-
sults as a ‘financial insult’ on an esti-
mated 57 million CIOC-dwellers or
homeowners living in Monroe and
Pike County private developments.
Many attendees spoke up passion-
ately on the problems facing their
boards and it soon became clear that
regardless of size, the problems fac-
ing the HOAs were the same. Main-
taining private roads and adequate
reserve funds, as well as the impact
of the general economy on home-
owners are among the major prob-
lems. The preliminary study did not
seek input from homeowners but
many community representatives
including ELA offered to participate
in the final study. Former ELA attor-
ney, Alan Price Young, gave a com-
prehensive overview of the many
pitfalls facing this project. He was
quoted as saying, “I challenge any-
one to find out from public sources
just where all these communities
are located, what infrastructure is
contained within the communities
and whether they are coping well
enough in this economy.” Speaking
informally to our small group, Rep.
Mike Carroll articulated that some
proportional rebate of road taxes
might be a solution but determin-
ing equitable percentages might be
difficult.

It appears to be an uphill battle
for this study to be completed state-
wide within the timeframe allotted;
however, any expectation of results
favoring private developments in
the foreseeable future seems ‘pie in
the sky.’ It was obvious that the size
of the turnout took the presenters
by surprise but they will at least rec-
ognize that this is a subject that has
garnered a lot of interest in the Po-
conos. Its residents will be follow-
ing the progress of the study closely.
One of the best things to come of
this project may be that private
communities realize
mon plight. With several attendees
exchanging contact information,
hopefully an HOA alliance will be
formed with the goal of organizing
and seeking creative and coopera-
tive solutions without waiting for
government backing.

their com-
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Victory Declared
in War on Wildlife

DEAD PINES, Pennsylva-
nia (FNS) A local anti-wildlife
group has scored another vic-
tory in their struggle against
native species. People Against
Wildlife Survival (PAWS) to-
day announced they had suc-
cessfully removed all beavers
from the lakes in their commu-
nity. Though experts warned

that the lakes were maintained
by beaver dams, the group
would hear none of it. Crowed
spokeswoman Connie Linkess,
“We licked the beavers. Our
next thrust will be on the deers.
Once we mount that we can go
after the bears.”

The PAWS group is made up
almost entirely of former met-

ropolitan area residents who
apparently moved to the Poco-
nos for the expressed purpose
of eliminating native animals
and decimating trees. Their ul-
timate goal is to turn the Pocono
communities into simulacra
of Linden, N.J. — without the
tax windfalls of the refineries.

Pocono Community
Bans Humor

SAPPHIRE PUDDLES,
Pennsylvania (FNS) Citing a
need to publish more informa-
tive information, a group of
association members has suc-
cessfully quashed the humor
page of its monthly newspaper.
According to Board of Direc-
tors spokesman Jody Oddball,
a small but vocal group of hu-
morless members complained
repeatedly that they didn’t like
the page, didn’t think it was

funny and wanted really im-
portant stuff to be printed in
its place. No one seems sure
exactly what that information
will be. “It’ll be really, really
important, that’s for sure,”
said chief complainer Kar-
Iynn Battleax. Supporter Dana
Dope agreed. “We shouldn’t
be wasting our time and space
on jokes nobody gets. I think
some people just pretend they
like it so they seem smart.

I don’t worry about people
thinking I’'m smart.”

The page’s author, who
spoke anonymously, told FNS,
“I’'mtired of fighting with these
dummies. They’re against ev-
erything, whether it’s a humor
page, a comedy show or a car-
nival. If others are suspected
of enjoying something, they’re
against it. I understand their
next target is happiness.”

Astronomers Warn of
Gravitational Shift

MYSTERIAN, New Mexi-
co (FNS) Astronomers at this
remote observatory have is-
sued an alert concerning a rare
planetary alignment, called
a syzygy, that will occur on
October 9 and 10 of this year.
During the event, Earth, Mars,
Jupiter and Saturn will be per-
fectly aligned along the solar
plane. This alignment will re-

sult in a small but noticeable
change in the Earth’s gravita-
tional field, which will weaken
by an estimated 11%. The ef-
fect is temporary. It will peak
between 4:53 and 4:58 p.m.
on the 9th. Readers who wish
to fully experience the change
should jump in the air during
this time. They can expect to
float gently back to the ground

or floor, rather than the usual
thump. Says astronomer Dr.
Luke Updare, “The higher you
jump, the more pronounced the
effect you feel will be. Jump as
high as you possibly can for the
full effect. And I recommend
you get out the camcorder so
you can re-experience the mo-
ment again and again.”

Unimportant Notice

As a small, angry dissident group considers Whirled Gnus to be
frivolous, inappropriate and a waste of space, this is my last issue. If
they don't like it, you shouldn’t read it. For those of you who enjoyed
Whirled Gnus, thank you for allowing me to entertain you.

- Buz Whelan

Whirled Gnus Disclaimer

The contents of this page are the creation of Buz Whelan. They reflect his
sense of humor. They are in no way to be construed as opinion of the Execu-
tive Board or the Emerald Lakes Association, nor are they approved by the
Board.

Okay, Chris Soboleski is a little responsible. But not that much. So leave
her alone. All comments, hostile or otherwise, should be sent directly to Buz
Whelan @ buzfromjersey@aol.com or via a letter to the editor.

Genuine ltalian
Pasta Plants

Now available for the first time in the US!

New FDA regula’cions now allow the imPort of these uniquc
and fabulous plants.

There’s not ing better than Put’cing your favorite sauce
on Freshlg harvested Pasta, even better when you grow your
own!

These are harc]y lants, easy to grow and best of all: the
more you harvcs’c, the faster theg grow.

Trg our starter kit. Norma”g, these Plants would sell for $25
each, but our introcluctorg offer includes » Plan’cs (linguini,
fettuccine and angel hair), grow pots and soil and 6 months
supply of pasta weevil killer, all for $24.95U5. Act now be-
fore it’s too late. Be the first to tell your ncighbors, “I grow
my own!”

Send cash or money order to:
Pasta Plant Offer

1927 Appian Way

Rome, Italy, 808-777

*not available where forbidden




