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By Eileen Avrich 
and Edie DeVito
A Town Hall Meeting was held 

by the Emerald Lakes Association 
Board of Directors on November 
6, 2010 in the main room of the 
community center. Called to or-
der at 10:10am the meeting was 
attended by about 40 members, 
though no more than thirty were 
present at any one time. The main 
purpose of the meeting was to 
acquaint interested members in 
the details of the proposed by-
law revisions to ascertain which 
revisions could be grouped to-
gether for passage and which were 
controversial enough to require 
separate consideration. All the re-
visions will be voted up or down 
at the Annual Meeting on August 
20th, 2011.

After brief welcoming and in-
troductory remarks by board Pres-
ident George Haab, Nick DeVito, 
chairman of the ad hoc Committee 
to Revise the Bylaws explained the 
basic philosophy of the commit-
tee.  He explained that there was 

no intention of changing the basic 
way the association does business 
but rather to bring the bylaws into 
the way the association already 
operates and to remove redundan-
cies that make the document un-
necessarily unwieldy. There were 
three changes that would affect 
time deadlines and one that would 
alleviate a situation that forced the 
board to violate the rules every 
year. Additionally, a single change 
would disallow removing a di-
rector for no reason at all or for 
calling a Special Meeting for that 
purpose.  

After Buz Whelan was intro-
duced to go over the changes 
one at a time, a two hour and ten 
minute dialogue – at times spir-
ited – ensued. Several suggestions 
were taken under advisement by 
Whelan, and some participants 
were invited to sit down with the 
committee to further edit a few of 
the changes to make them more 
palatable to the general member-
ship. Of the 31 suggested changes, 
more discussion was thought to be 

needed on 11 of them. These will 
be examined at a meeting still to be 
designated. Following is a list of re-
actions to the individual revisions.  

Article I, Section 2 - 
Previously, Pocono Sum-
mit address.  Correct ad-
dress is now reflected. 
– No objection.

Article II –  Purpose 
- Now broken down to 
paragraphs.  Questions 
regarding the borrowing 
of money were eliminat-
ed – now reflected else-
where.  Purpose is not 
to borrow money.  Con-
sensus - this language 
should in fact remain in 
this Article.

Article III – 
Section 1. Assessments 

– Reflected elsewhere.  
Consensus - Fiduciary 
responsibility should re-
main.

Section 2. Association 
– References to develop-
er severed. – No objection.  How-
ever, Pat recommends existing lan-
guage remain.

Section 7. Declaration – Refer-
ences to developer severed. Con-
sensus – original language should 
remain.

Section 8. – Eliminated redun-
dancy.  No objection.

Section 11. Grantor – Eliminat-
ed Grantor.  No objection.

Section 12. In Good Standing 
– current means “up to date”.  
Consensus – insert “Paid in Full”.  
Payment plans arranged with Gen-
eral Manager have nothing to do 
with this – considered not to be in 
good standing.  Gil handles hard-
ship and works with member – 
only compactor privileges.  Define 

“current”.
Section 16 – repetitive language. 

– no objection.
Article IV – 
Section 5. Record Date – Encour-

age members to pay in order to 
vote.  Consensus – bank clearance 
language.  Suggested - “Checks 
must be cleared by record date”; 

or “Funds must be accessible to 
the Association no later than …”.

Article V – 
Section 1, paragraph (b) – Cur-

rent document states Board may 
assess dues – it may only recom-
mend.  Board cannot assess any 
member.  Board can recommend 
increases not assessments.  Also, 
budget must be in place before the 
beginning of the fiscal year (May 
1st).  By-Laws must be presented 
at Annual Meeting.  Consensus 
– Board cannot prepare budget 
with anticipation of increase.  Add 
– “no later than 30 days prior to 
adoption”.

Section 1, paragraph (f) – If 
the Board deems property to 
be of no value, we should not 

pay taxes.  Consensus – State 
has right to levy taxes and we’re 
still obligated to pay.  Pat will 
rewrite this paragraph, includ-
ing definition of green belt and 
present paragraph to Committee. 
paragraph (h) – No objection. 
paragraph (i) – current practice is 
every 5 years.  Amended to read 

annually. – No objection. 
paragraph (l) – No objec-
tion

Section 2. Term of Of-
fice – Consensus – add 
sentence- For further clar-
ification, see “vacancy”.

Section 3, paragraph (d) 
– Every property may have 
a member serve on the 
Board.  No objection.

Section 4. Elections 
– do not have to write 
candidate on ballot.  No 
objection.

Section 5. Voting Period 
– Consensus – revise

Section 7. Removal 
from Office – Consensus 
- membership is the jury 
– majority approve this 
paragraph. No objection.

Section 8. Organiza-
tional Meeting – No ob-

jection.
Article VIII – 
Section 1. Place of Meet-

ings – No objection. 
 Section 4. Notice of Meetings – 
All business to be conducted, must 
let members know 30 days prior.  
No objection.

Section 5. Quorum – No objec-
tion.

Section 6. Voting Period – Con-
sensus – Nominations Commit-
tee and Elections Committee.  
Not combined as Nominations 
& Elections Committee (separate 
committees).  [This depends on 
amount of volunteers]

Article IX – Committees – One 
objection to not naming standing 
Committees.

Article X – 
Section 3. Annual Dues – no ob-

jection.
Article XI – 
Section 2. Additional Powers, 

paragraph (b), subparagraph (3) – 
No objection.

Section 3, paragraph (a) – (Ap-
peals) Consensus –Gil explained 
that the General Manager should 
not be involved and should not be 
included in the By-Laws and not 
be part of the formal process.

paragraph (b) – one objection 
– this mentions the Appeals Com-
mittee.  Therefore, Committee 
names should be reflected under 
Committees.

Article XIV – Amendments, Sec-
tion 3. Unsightly Property – no 
objection.

Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month
October is breast cancer awareness month, and studies have shown 

that early detection through mammography greatly improves treat-
ment options, the chances for successful treatment, and survival.  In 
fact, getting yearly mammograms is the most important action that 
women can take to find breast cancer early, before physical symptoms 
develop and when the disease is most treatable. For women of aver-
age risk, the Society recommends yearly mammograms and clinical 
breast exams for women 40 and older and clinical breast exams every 
three years for women in their 20s and 30s.  Women with a high 
risk should talk to their doctor about when screening should begin 
and what other testing, such as magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), 
they might wish to consider.  For more information about screening, 
please contact your American Cancer Society at 

1-800-227-2345, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week or visit  www.
cancer.org.

Townhall November 6, 2010
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By Ryan Culverson 
Hello neighbors!  What 

a great month October has 
proven to be. It all began 
with our Haunted Asylum at 
the Community Center on 
the weekend of October 15 – 
17.  This year the staff, Event 
Committee, and volunteers 

decided to plan an indoor Haunted House/Asylum.  
Transforming the Emerald Lakes clubhouse into a 
haunted insane asylum was no easy task. The pro-
duction was titled “The ELA Haunted Asylum” and 
if you didn’t get the chance to read the “back story” 
leading up to the event I encourage you to see it 
with the pictures in this issue. This event showed the 
true essence of “community involvement” with vol-
unteers as young as grade school up to retirees, all 
sharing the excitement.  

The tour began with guests being greeted by a 
mentally deranged nurse (or was she an actual pa-
tient??) and the insane clown, Jim, rumored to have 
blood on his hands from many in-house slaugh-
ters. As the guests continued through the building, 
the tour showed them disturbed patients, electric 
shock treatments, administering of patient medica-
tions gone terribly wrong, youth murderers and gas 
chamber executions.  There were children longing 
for a glimpse of the outside world, heavily drugged 
patients lingering and snacking on human extremi-
ties and of course, the facility chef who was seeking 
“fresh” meat to brew in his famous ELA stew.  The 
tour came to a bizarre end with the asylum’s old-
est resident trying to break out with the guests, and 
the mentally deranged nurse screaming for her own 
self-proclaimed sanity.  

Thanks to Charles Webb, member of Emerald 
Lakes; his donation of the wood needed to erect 
the sets was very gracious and appreciated by us all. 
Thanks to master builder and project coordinator, 
Chris Tarvin the clubhouse received a total makeover 
for the weekend.  As many are aware, Chris Tarvin 
has been directly involved with the Halloween fes-
tivities for many years now.  Chris, Heather Kelly 
and Kyle Wehr actually designed and constructed the 
heart of the production and then sought out both 
ELA member and non-member volunteers.  I would 
also like to thank the following individuals for their 
dedication and for helping bring to fruition an awe-
some 3---day event:

 Janet Gault, for her creative additions to the 
haunted house.

 Stefania Buono,  for her contribution of hair and 
make-up supplies and serving as stylist for the week-
end.

 Karen Palobet and Lisa Spitz, for the duty of entry 

ticket sales and bearing the rainy/cold weather. 
Edie DeVito, Eileen Avrich, Carlos Garrido, and 

Shannon Skidmore, for manning the food tents out 
back through the bitter cold weather. 

Behind the scenes, within the haunted house, and 
working lights, along with spooky effects were Kyle 
Wehr, Quinn Glatt, Marika Zeldenrust, Brianne Bac-
carella, Joe Foglio, Brittany Steidl, and Sabrina Tyler. 

All the actors that lost their voices from screaming 
and yelling throughout the weekend. Those partici-
pants  are Nate Strausser, Delores Palobet , Amanda 
Rivera, Kim Rivera, Thurman Flood, Melissa Rutue-
lo, Meena Spitz, Andrew Sptiz, Becca Spitz, Gary Cac-
cioppoli, Gabriel Skidmore, Wesley Skidmore, Bob 
Leon, Alex Leslie, Ginny Leslie, Darren Johnson, Lee, 
Heather Kelly, Dennis Green, Zack, 
Mike Tarvin, Phillip Rossi, Cody 
Gillen, Jessica Jones, KC   Strauss-
er,, Ryan  Strausser, and Adrian 
Strausser and Terry Bunnell.  

Crime Watch members, Lou-
ise Leon, Barbara DeGeorge, Bob 
Colin, George Haab, John Belle, 
Cookie and Nick Devito, for dedi-
cating time to ensure for a safe 
event along with your public safe-
ty officers.

Maintenance staff for helping 
set up tents for the event. They re-
ally got the raw end of the deal 
because of the weather.  Not only 
once, but three time the tents 
needed to be set up. Thanks guys.  

It’s greatly appreciated.  I appreciate ALL of your 
time, immensely.  

Now, for those members that took the tour of the 
asylum and are reading this article…you are one of 
the lucky ones that got away.  Remember, next year 
you may not be so lucky….the Asylum seems to at-
tract and hold hostage many that are brave enough to 
enter.  Will you be next?? BRRAHHAAAHHHHAA!   

Please make sure to check out the many upcom-
ing events planned within the Community Center 
such as our 1st Annual Toys for Tots fundraiser, Coat 
Donations, PJ party with Santa, New Years Buffet and 
Dance Party, Super Bowl 2011 and The 3rd Annual 
Sweetheart Buffet and Dance Party! 

 Community Center
               Corner

 

Ryan Culverson, 
  Community Center 
Coordinator

Effective November 1st 

the following hours will be 

in place for the Community 

Center/Bar/Restaurant/

Pool: 

Community Center 

CLOSED:

Sunday, Monday and 

    Tuesday 

Monday:

AWA: 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 

(ONLY) 

Wednesday 

AWA: 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Chair Aerobics: 11 a.m. – 

Noon

Water Color: Noon – 3 

p.m. 

Fifty Plus: 1st Wednesday of 

each month 

Pool: 6 – 9:45 p.m. 

Bar: 6 – 10 p.m. 

Grill: 6 – 10 p.m. 

    (WING NIGHT)

Thursday: 

11 a.m. – noon – TOPS 

(Taking Pounds Off Sen-

sibly) 

Women’s Club: 3rd Thurs-

day of each month 

Pool: 6 – 9:45 p.m. 

Bar: 6 – 10 p.m. 

Grill: 6 – 10 p.m. 

Friday:

AWA: 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. 

Pool: 5 – 9:45 p.m. 

Bar: 5 p.m. – Midnight 

Grill: 5 – 10 p.m. 

Saturday: 

Pool: 1 – 9:45 p.m. 

Bar: 5 p.m. – midnight 

Grill: 5 – 10 p.m. 
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By Edie DeVito
No one can beat or even 

come close to our energetic se-
niors in our silver sneakers as 
we once again met at the Club-
house in full swing.  Yes – we’re 
back!   I must admit I missed 
the excitement and chatter as I 
stepped down several months 
ago to somewhat take it easy for 
a while.  I realized it was time 
to revitalize this group and get 
this Club back on track.

Thanks to Millie Bishop, our 
Board liaison, for making it 
possible for us to meet at the 
Clubhouse on Tuesday, October 
5th (our last Tuesday monthly 
meeting).   Also thanks to Ei-
leen Avrich for coming aboard 
as my Co-Chair.

Congratulations were cer-
tainly in order for our very 
own Dan Barnett who recently 
celebrated his 90th birthday.  
What a great accomplishment.

After joke time and a short 
meeting, we decided as a group 
to continue to meet monthly.  
Due to understandable and un-
avoidable cutbacks at the Com-
munity Center, we will con-
tinue to meet now on the first 
Wednesday of the month at 12 
Noon.   Please mark your cal-
endars and join in on the fun.  
Incidentally, you don’t have to 
be 50.  The Club’s name was 
given to us by a previous Board 
and members decided not to 
change the name.  The more, 
the merrier.  We’re all young at 
heart.

After lunch, we enjoyed some 
door prizes and desserts.  Please 
call me in advance of the next 
scheduled meeting so that I 
may prepare lunch accordingly.  
Special thanks to all members 
who once again joined us for a 
fun afternoon.  Wishing you all 
a Happy Thanksgiving.

The Fifty Plus Club
The gentlemen of the Fifty Plus Club

Edie Devito and Eileen Avrich

Warning: Do not accept counterfeit raffle tickets!

Foreboding sign offers a hint of what’s inside

Asylum “greeters” won’t be confused with the Walmart types

The Legend of  
the ELA Asylum
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The Emerald Lakes Wom-
en’s Club held a Chinese 
Auction Saturday, October 
2nd, at the Community Cen-
ter. This fundraiser was free 
of charge to all members 
and quests of this commu-
nity, along with a delicious 
lunch for all to relish.

I want to thank Emerald 
Lakes Women’s Club Trea-
surer and chair of this event 
Eileen Avrich and her help-
ers for a job well done. 

A big thank you to Lor-
raine Koch who procured 
some lovely items from ven-
dors for the auction. I also 
want to thank all Emerald 
Lakes Women’s Club mem-
bers who made donations 
toward the auction and pre-
pared the delicious food for 
this event.

“Ladies you really did a 
fabulous job with all the 
goodies you made.”

Most of all I want to thank 
all the members and guests 
of this community who 
showed support by coming 
to our Scholarship fundrais-
er.

I am also happy to say we 
had a nice turnout. Everyone 
enjoyed the food and a great 
time was had by all.

Submitted by
Millie Bishop

President of the Emerald 
Lakes Women’s Club

Emerald Lakes Women’s Club Chinese 
Auction Scholarship Fundraiser

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9-5
Tuesday & Thursday 9-6; Saturday 9-12
Also by Appointment
Above All in Service

Representing Multiple Companies
432 STERLING ROAD,

ROUTE 196, MT. POCONO

570-839-2600

ROBERT A. LAUBSCHER

Second Home/Rental Insurances & Seasonal Dwellings
Low Cost Auto & Motorcycle Insurances

Home Insurance at Reasonable Rates

INSURANCE AGENCY
Auto • Home • Commercial • Life

Village Squire
Restaurant

POCONOS FINEST

GREAT FOOD • GREAT PRICE • GREAT ATMOSPHERE

Wednesday
Italian Night

5 Dinner Choices for $9.95

940 and Route 115, Blakeslee Corners

570-646-3446
www.villagesquirerestaurant.com

Friday Happy Hour
5-7 p.m.

CLOSED MONDAYS

Friday
Full Course

5 oz. Lobster Dinner
for $15.95

Saturday
Full Course

Prime Rib Dinner
for $12.95

Dinner – Tuesday-Sunday
Featuring Steaks, Seafood,

Chicken and Pasta!
Children’s Menu

Back By Popular Demand!!
“Two For Tuesday” – Two Dinners for $15

Lunch – Wednesday-Sunday
11 a.m.-Close

Wings, 1/2 lb. Burgers, Oversized
Sandwiches, Soups and Salads!

Some of the many items up for auction

Congratulations!

John Avrich, Denise Avrich, Tina Stowers, Casey Stowers, Eileen Avrich
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There was an Italian immigrant man who had worked all 
his life, had saved all of his money, and was a real “miser” 
when it came to his money..

Just before he died, he said to his Italian wife...”When I 
die, I want you to take all my money and put it in the cas-
ket with me. I want to take my money to the afterlife with 
me.”

And so he got his wife to promise him, with all of her 
heart, that when he died, she would put all of the money 
into the casket with him. 

Well, he died. He was stretched out in the casket, his wife 
was sitting there - dressed in black, (what else), and her best 
friend was sitting next to her. When they finished the cer-
emony, and just before the undertaker got ready to close the 
casket, the wife said, “Wait just a moment!”

She had a small metal box with her; she came over with 
the box and put it in the casket. Then the undertaker locked 
the casket down and they rolled it away. So her friend said,

“Girl, I know you were not fool enough to put all that 
money in there with your husband.”

The loyal wife replied, “Listen, I’m an Italian Catholic & I 
cannot go back on my word. I promised him that I was go-
ing to put that money in the casket with him.”

You mean to tell me you put that money in the casket with 
him!?!?!?”

“I sure did,” said the wife. “I got it all together, put it into 
my account, I wrote him a check....  If he can cash it, then 
he can spend it.” AMEN!

Edie DeVito

By Eileen Avrich
FYI:
• E-statements:   according 

to payitgreen.Org, in one 
year, by switching from pa-
per to electronic statements, 
the average american house-
hold would save:

• 6.6 Pounds of statement 
paper

• 171 Pounds of green-
house gas emissions the 
equivalent of planting 2 tree 
seedlings and allowing them 
to grow for 10 years

• 4.5 Gallons of mail truck 
gasoline

Take the time and think 
about providing your email 
address to the ela office.  This 
way you can be informed of 
upcoming events and meet-
ings in a timely fashion and 
also you’d be advised quickly 
of emergency information, 
should the need arise.

• Tick removal:   recently i 
had a tick removed from my 
leg.  It occurred to me that 
many people may not know 
what to do in this situation.  
This is what i found out:

• Monroe county, vector 
control is in charge of iden-
tifying and analysis of the 
species of ticks.  They are lo-
cated at 38 north 7th street, 
stroudsburg, pa 18360; 

570-420-3525; jhakim@
co.Monroe.Pa.Us.  

• Removal – per vector 
control, do not use solvents, 
heated objects, vaseline or 
nail polish to remove the 
tick,  these irritate and in-
crease the chance of dis-
ease transmission, as does 
squeezing the tick.

• Using a fine-tipped 
tweeezers, firmly grasp the 
tick’s mouthparts as close 
to the host’s skin as possib 
le. (If possible flip the tick’s 
body onto its back to help 
removal).   Do not grasp 
the body of the tick.  Ap-
ply a steady, gentle pulling 
pressure, enough to slightly 
pucker the skin.  Apply anti-
septic to the bite site.   Place 
in a sealed container (a zip-
lock baggie works best) and 
bring tick to vector control 
for free analysis.  If it’s a deer 
tick, they will let you know 

•  De-skunking your pet:
Recently my little cock-a-

poo tackled a skunk and we 
were horrified by his smell.  
It happened late one night 
and we quickly shampood 
him (several rinses) and then 
rinsed him with tomato juice 
and my husband dowsed 
him in cologne.   When we 

took him 
to the groomers, she con-
firmed we had eliminated 
the smell; not always easy on 
the first try.  In researching 
the subject on line i discov-
ered this info from monroe 
county website and it defi-
nitely seems like good ad-
vice to pass on :

• Unlike some home rem-
edies this formula actually 
lifts the thiol compounds 
(objectionable molecules) 
from the material.

1 Quart 3% hydrogen per-
oxide

¼ Cup baking soda
1 Teaspoon liquid hand 

soap

• Follow with tap water 
rinse, regular washing or a 
shower.  This recipe can be 
halved, doubled or for any 
other needed amount, as 
long as you keep the propor-
tions the same  

For a gallon
For a pint
4 Quarts peroxide
16oz. Peroxide
1 Cup baking soda
1/8 Cup baking soda
4 Tsp. Liquid soap
½ Tsp. Liquid soap

From the Net: 
The Obedient 
Italian Wife!

Household Hints

by Edie Devito
Several years ago, I came 

across these words to live by 
in a magazine and want to 
share them for your enjoy-
ment:

I am Thankful for . . .
the mess to clean after a party 

because it means I have been sur-
rounded by friends;

the taxes I pay because it means 
that I’m employed;

the clothes that fit a little snug be-

cause it means I have enough to eat;
my shadow who watches me work 

because it means I am out in the 
sunshine;

all the complaining I hear about 
our government because it means we 
have freedom of speech;

the lady behind me in church who 
sings off key because it means that 
I can hear;

the spot I find at the far end of the 
parking lot because it means I am 
capable of walking;

the piles of laundry and ironing 

because it means my loved ones are 
nearby;

weariness and aching muscles at 
the end of the day because it means I 
have been productive;

a lawn that needs mowing, win-
dows that need cleaning and gutters 
that need fixing because it means I 
have a home;

my huge heating bill because it 
means I am warm; and

the alarm that goes off in the early 
morning hours because it means that 
I’m alive.

Words to Live By
John’s Plumbing & Electric Inc.
Having a Problem with your Electric or Plumbing?
•Water Conditioning Systems
• Well Pumps–Septic Pumps
• Insured–24 Hour Emergency Service

FAST, COURTEOUS SERVICE!

(570) 646-6958
PA007612
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Directory of Services
IMPORTANT 
PHONE NUMBERS
EMERGENCY: DIAL “911”
(For Fire, Police and Ambulance)
Monroe County Police 
Non-Emergency Number 570-992-9911
 
ELA Office 570-646-2622
ELA Public Safety 570-643-3385
ELA Community Center 570-646-8118
PA Game Commission 570-420-3754
Monroe County Dog Warden 570-629-1099
ASPCA 570-421-6761

Ad Rates in this Newspaper
Business Card ads $36	 10” ad $90
Half Page $285		  Full Page $455
Add $25 for Spot Color; 	 Add $55 for Full Color 

Contact Journal Newspapers at (570) 443-8321 
and ask for Seth x302, or E-mail to journalads@

pa.metrocast.net again attention Seth.

Special “pick-up” rates available for ads in the weekly Journal of the 
Pocono Plateau or The Journal-Herald and our monthly publications, 
The News of The Poconos, The Journal-Valley Views, and The Jour-
nal Mountaintop. Rates are also available for other Pocono association 
newsletters produced by Journal Newspapers.

Our Manager Gil Werner is 
proficient in staying within 
our restricted budget. How-
ever, if this community is to 
move forward, you all must 
be aware of our financial 
problems.

We have a beautiful com-
munity with many amenities 
and miles of roads. 

Our amenities consist of 
roads, community center, 
pools, tennis courts and bas-
ketball courts. We also have a 
bridge, dams and five lakes 
that have to be maintained. 
The upkeep is costly. You may 
not realize the fact that all of 
the above keep the value of 
our homes high.

Many of you are aware of 
the need for a dues increase. 

Some of you do not want 
to hear the facts. We do not 
have the funds for proper 
repairs. Our reserve fund is 
just about depleted. The re-
serve fund is essential as it 
is needed for major repairs. 
Our community center is in 
need of major repairs along 
with other amenities.

Do you realize if we have a 
severe ice storm like we had 
a few years back, we do not 
have the funds for the clean 
up, nor the funds to hire a 
sub-contractor to help plow 
our miles of roads? The up-
keep of our miles of roads 
are essential. 

I would like to give Secu-
rity more hours to do proper 
patrolling of this communi-

ty. Our office and commu-
nity center should be open 
full time.

As a board member it is 
my fiduciary duty to see all 
is running smoothly and re-
pairs are made when need-
ed. How can I do my job 
properly due to the lack of 
funds?

Should we all sit back and 
allow our roads, community 
center and all other ameni-
ties close and deteriorate?

You are all intelligent 
“think”. This is our commu-
nity, we can not move for-
ward without your help and 
understanding regarding the 
need for a dues increase.

Millie Bishop

“WE NEED
YOUR HELP”

We want to rent out your home
Proper tenant screening…that’s a must! 

 At no cost to you, we’ll do: 
 -  Credit check 
 -  Residence verification 
 -  Employment verification

No other broker rents more homes than 
we do, it’s a BIG part of our business.

RENTALS WANTED

)

*Poc Mt MLS 8/2010

Stroudsburg Office  
(570) 421-8950

Bushkill Office 
(570) 588-3440

www.wilkins1.com

*



EMERALD NEWS, HOLIDAY 2010–PAGE  13

By Heather Kelly 
Saturday, October 30 was the 

day for Halloween Parties this year. 
We fit 3 different age groups into 
one exciting day full of parades, 
pumpkin decorating, dancing, and 
fun! From 1-3pm the children of 
Emerald Lakes had the first party of 
the day. They designed pumpkins 
using an assortment of craft sup-
plies. The children were giggling 
and gagging during the gross food 
guessing game. They were blind-
folded and mystery objects were 

placed in front of them. Each child 
got to touch “kidney,” dried up 
“fingers,” “eye balls,” and chunky 
“eye gunk” and they tried to guess 
what each food item actually was. 
Then the children danced and 
a paraded around the commu-
nity center to show off each cos-
tume and four judges evaluated 
the costumes and chose winners. 
The winners were Reagan, who 
dressed as a cat, Kennedy, who 
dressed as the mad hatter, Bran-
don as the evil jester, and Tyler as a 

scary man. All 4 children received 
a free ice cream certificate to the 
Emerald Grill. Thanks to our awe-
some volunteers and staff, includ-
ing Cookie, Edie DeVito, Delores 
Amadio, Karen Peloubet, Mike 
Russo, and Amanda Rivera.

The Just-for-the-Teens party had 
a slow start, but a surprising turn-
out. DJ Tommy Tunes and DJ Scott 
had their favorite hits playing.  We 
tried to have a dance off, but most 
of them did not want to show off 
their moves. All the teens opened 

up and really seemed to have fun. 
Thanks again to Millie Bishop, Ei-
leen Avrich, and Dennis Green for 
volunteering, and thanks to the 18 
teens that showed and participated 
in this event.   

The Adult party closed out the 
festivities. There was always some-
one on the dance floor showing 
their best moves. Cody, our Ha-
waiian hula dancer, won funniest 
costume. Melissa Rutuelo went as 
Batwoman, and was awarded best 
costume. Scariest costume went to 
Renee Skubish, who was a soldier, 
and the sexiest costume award 
went to Kelly Gaults. The party 
didn’t stop until after one in the 
morning. Thanks to all the mem-
bers who came out to the club-
house all dressed up and ready for 
a good time. Thank you to Chris 
Tarvin, Carlos Garrido, Lisa Spitz, 
Shannon Skidmore, Steve Ka-
vanagh, and Ryan Culverson who 
is always our favorite Queen of 
Hearts!  

On Halloween evening, Emerald 
Lakes hosted Trunk-or-Treat in the 
parking lot of the clubhouse.  We 
had a great turnout with over 30 
trunks full of treats for the chil-
dren, despite the snow flurries. 
Mike Russo was outside to sell hot 
chocolate to the chilly Trunk- or-
Treaters. Scott Thompson and DJ 
Tommy Tunes were also there, en-
tertaining the crowd with music 
and a dancing skeleton.  Inside the 
clubhouse we had movies playing 
for those who didn’t want to brave 
the cold.  I wanted to give a big 
thanks to everyone who passed out 
candy. I can’t wait till next year.     

The Community Center facility 
hours have been revised and the 
lifeguards were sweating it out, 
waiting to hear the new Novem-
ber schedule, so let’s get those 
lifeguards busy; please stop by 
the indoor pool during our new 
clubhouse hours. Please note that 
we have a new break schedule 
for our lifeguards included in the 
new schedule. The lifeguards will 
be given a 15-minute break dur-
ing each shift. This break will be 
announced, all patrons must leave 
the pool area so the locker room 
doors can be locked and the life-
guard will leave the pool area. The 
pool will then be reopened after 
the break is complete. The pool 
and air temperature is a toasty 80 
degrees so it will be a nice treat on 
those cold winter nights! 

Our first annual Coat/Jacket 
drive will kick off November 1st. 
From November 1-21 please bring 
by new or clean used coats to the 

drop off bins at the compactor or 
the community center. We will pe-
riodically gather all the coats and 
set them in the community center. 
Then, come by the clubhouse dur-
ing open hours November 22 - 28 
and pick out coats for anyone in 
your family.    

Also beginning the 1st of No-
vember, we will start collecting 
new unwrapped toys for Toys-for–
Tots, which can be placed in the 
bins at the compactor and com-
munity center as well. These toys 
will be donated to local children 
who would otherwise not have 
toys to open on Christmas morn-
ing. Collecting for this event will 
end mid-December. I hope our 
community can open our hearts 
this holiday season and help oth-
ers in need.  

Our next movie night at the 
clubhouse will be November 19. 
The Featured movie is National 
Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation! 
The Movie will start at 7 p.m. and 
snacks will be available for pur-
chase. The Emerald Grill will be 
open as well. 

Participate in the “Slumber 
sleepwear with Santa” party on 
December 11 from 1-3 p.m. at the 
ELA community center. Join Santa, 
Mrs. Claus, and some of Santa’s 
elves along with the good little 
boys and girls who will receive 
presents and listen to a classic 
Christmas tale. Dress up in your 
favorite cozy pajamas and slippers. 
For this event, the children partici-
pating MUST be registered at the 
clubhouse in advance to ensure 
each child gets a gift. When sign-
ing up please provide the child or 
children’s names and ages. A light 
snack and warm drinks will be 
provided free of charge.

On December 17 there will be 
a holiday movie marathon at the 
community center.  From 1-4pm 
we will feature children’s mov-
ies like Frosty the Snowman, Ru-
dolph the Red Nosed Reindeer, 
and Dr. Seuss’ The Grinch. From 
5-8 p.m. we will feature Elf and 
Home Alone. From 9 to close we 
will show Four Christmas’ and 
Bad Santa. Please be advised that 
the later movies will not have a G 
rating.

Don’t forget to come out for 
our New Year’s Family Bash at the 
clubhouse.  This event features 
dinner and, after the ball drops, a 
continental breakfast buffet. There 
will be activities for the children 
provided, including make-your-
own noisemakers. The festivities 
start at 8pm on New Year’s Eve. 

Your Home Comfort
Experts for 55 Years

PROBLEM WATER?
• Brown or Green Stains?
• Hard Water?
• Sulphur Smell?
• Clogged Water Heaters?
• Bacteria?

H. John DavisCALL TODAY
1-800-532-8283

We provide economical results
not high priced, high pressure hype.

WE HAVE THE ANSWER.

FREE Water Test

Recreation Highlights

About Money & Finance
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On November 6 the ELA 
Board of Directors held the 
first of its town hall meeting 
series. The main topic was the 
bylaw revision, a collection 
of 31 wording changes to the 
community’s basic document. 
The changes were mostly cos-
metic, eliminating redundan-
cies, dropping language better 
covered in the rules and regu-
lations and updating descrip-
tions of procedures already 
being followed by association 
management. The purpose of 
the meeting was to get a sense 
of how community mem-
bers felt about each individual 
change. The revisions will be 
voted on at the annual meeting 
in August, and the board was 
looking to bundle the non-
controversial changes into one 
package while separating out 
any provisions that produced 
debate. These would be entered 
separately on the ballot to al-
low individual choice. So far, 
so good.

But here’s the problem: no 
more than 40 people attended 
at least some portion of the 2 
½ hour presentation, and there 
was never more than 30 in the 
audience at any one moment.

Emerald Lakes as a function-
ing corporation was set up so 
that the membership makes the 
most important decisions. The 
board of directors is trying to 
ensure that an informed group 

of voters makes those decisions. 
Otherwise, the system works 
poorly and will eventually 
break down. Casting a respon-
sible vote means doing one’s 
homework before the ballot. 
For example, management has 
been trying its best for more 
than 2 years to convince the 
membership that more funds 
are needed to run the com-
munity and maintain its assets. 
Don’t you want to know why? 
Or are you a person who has 
decided he will vote against 
any dues increase, regardless 
of need, regardless of the effect 
on his property value?

The board has scheduled a 
second Town Hall Meeting for 
Saturday, February 19. A third 
will be held in June. The sub-
ject matter is set for February: 

finance and road maintenance. 
These are two crucial topics. 
Will you attend? Do you care 
about your community? If you 
don’t put forth the effort to 
keep yourself informed, your 
complaints will have little value 
and receive scant attention. But 
if you know what’s going on 
and how things are done, how 
decisions are made, your words 
will carry substantial weight. 
Give yourself that advantage.

The board is taking sugges-
tions from the membership on 
what to prepare for the June 
meeting. If you have a con-
cern or an area you would like 
to know more about, let them 
know. You can email this paper 
at (whatever) or the board at 
(whatever). It’s your commu-
nity.

Letter to the editor-
I finally got around to read-

ing the September newsletter 
and was absolutely astounded 
to read Mr. Whalen’s screed in 
“Bye-Bye-By-laws” concerning 
the recent Annual Meeting. True 
to his demeanor, Mr. Whalen 
once again chose to denigrate 
others, me included, for his 
inability to attain his goals as 
president.  As usual he went on 

and on about how others are 
wrong and he is right and he 
knows best.

But rather then respond with 
my point of view to his com-
ments, I wish him well and 
thank him for his service to 
the community. I also wish the 
newly elected board much suc-
cess and hope they will be less 
contentious.

Jerry Viola
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Letters 
to the Editor 

News and Feature:
Submissions of news and feature 

reporting will be judged by normal 
journalistic standards. We reserve the 
right to edit for content, quality and 
length. Any community activity or 
news occurrence may be covered. 

All pictures must be accompa-
nied by caption information. This 
information must tell the viewer 
more than s/he can see by merely 
observing the picture. Persons who 
are central figures must be identified 
by name and by title where appro-
priate.

Guidelines for Submissions

As a community news-
paper the need to inform 
and entertain is the Emer-
ald News’ reason for being. 
Our mission is to provide 
the best and most com-
prehensive coverage of 
community news events 
as our resources allow. We 
are also charged with pub-
licizing social and athletic 
events and reporting on 
these events after the fact. 
We serve as a conduit for 

information between com-
munity management and 
members. We provide a 
“Letters to the Editor” sec-
tion so that a forum exists 
for the interchange of ideas 
and for feedback from 
members on management 
decisions and actions, and 
further, for the informal re-
porting of observed events 
by members. Lastly, we 
hope to amuse and enter-
tain our readers.

Emerald News Policy/
Mission Statement

Editorial

JUNK CARS &
TRUCKS WANTED
Licensed and bonded dealer will
buy unwanted cars & trucks.
Cash Paid - fair market value.
Receive a receipt, know where
your unwanted vehicle is going.
SUMMIT MOTORS

POCONO LAKE
570-643-2599
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Save the Date:
Mouth to Mouth Productions presents

Comedy Night III
An Evening of Stories, Jokes, Sketches and 

Who Knows What Else!
Saturday, June 18th at 7:30 p.m.
Community Center

Town Hall 
Meeting

Town hall meetings will be held at the Community 
Center on  
 
February 19, 2011 at 10 a.m. – noon 
June 11, 2011 from 10 a.m. – noon. 
 
 
Upcoming ELA Board of Director Meetings  
9:30 a.m. at the Community Center 
 
November 20th, 2010  
December 18th, 2010

“I’m a property owner in
Emerald Lakes Estate and would like

to help you in Selling or Buying.
YOUR satisfaction guarantees my success.”

Direct: 570.977.5746 • Office: 570.643.2100
Fax: 570.895.4259

e-mail: kathleen.belanger@century21.com

Kathleen Belanger

CENTURY 21 Select Group
P.O. Box 200, Route 115, Blakeslee, PA 18610

T h e  D e p e n d a b l e  G u y ! !

The Paint Guy
Interior-Exterior Painting • Deck Staining • Power Washing

570-894-3037

JAMES IRWIN Fair Prices
710 Edgewood Road Free Estimates
Tobyhanna, PA 18466 Fully Insured



PAGE  16–EMERALD NEWS, HOLIDAY 2010

Home Cooking
Easy Come, Easy Go
Sometimes putting a meal on the table is more about assembling than 

it is about cooking. You might want a dinner that’s quick to prepare and 
easy to clean up, but still tasty and interesting. Or you may want to try a 
variation on a classic dish that’s both simple and elegant in its presenta-
tion. Here are two suggestions for those situations.

Muffi n pizza-ettes
Ingredients:
   Ground beef
   Canned sliced mushrooms
   Mozzarella slices
   Tomato sauce
  Sandwich size English muffi ns
Method:
Brown ground beef in a 

skillet, about ½ pound per person to be served. Drain off excess fat. Add 
mushrooms, 6oz per pound of meat and sauté for about 5 minutes. Add 
your favorite tomato sauce, about 1 ½ cups per pound of meat, and sim-
mer over low heat to blend fl avors, about 10 minutes.

Cut muffi ns in half and toast lightly, 2 halves per person. Heap ground 
beef mixture on muffi n halves, top with slice of mozzarella and broil or 
microwave to melt cheese. Serve with mixed green salad.

Better Than 
  Benedict Breakfast
Ingredients:
 Pillsbury Grand Biscuits
 Poached eggs
 Deli Ham, sliced thin
 Hollandaise sauce (envelope mix)
 Garnish (sliced tomato, parsley)

Method:
Make Hollandaise sauce according to package directions, set aside 

keeping warm. Bake biscuits according to package directions. Keep 
warm while poaching eggs. To assemble, slice biscuits in half and pile 
each with 4 or 5 slices ham. Top with poached egg and ladle sauce over. 
Serve with 2 slices tomato and several branches of parsley to garnish. 
Optional: grate fresh pepper over sauced eggs.

Egg Roll Wrappers – Won Ton Wrappers by Edie DeVito

   One lb. package ground turkey
   One small cabbage (shredded)
   Few carrots (shredded)
   Soy sauce / Oyster sauce
In a frying pan, slightly brown ground turkey meat.  Add shredded cab-

bage and carrots.  Cook till tender about 2 minutes.  Add soy sauce or oyster 
sauce to taste.  Remove from pan and allow to cool.

Egg Roll Wrappers – makes approximately 20 rolls
 Place fi lling diagonally on wrapper
 Fold corner over fi lling and roll
 Fold sides against fi lling and brush edges of last fl ap with water to adhere
 Roll over to seal.  Lay seam side down on tray until ready to fry.

Won Ton Wrappers – 2 stacks in package – each stack is 
  approximately 22 won tons.

 Place fi lling in center
 Fold in half and brush edges with water
 Press to seal
 Overlap corner and brush with water 
 Place on tray until ready to fry.

Fry or deep fry in oil, turning occasionally until golden brown.  Drain on 
paper towels.  Serve warm with sweet and sour sauce (Saucy Susan) or other 
topping. 

There are many variations to this recipe where fi llings vary from shrimp 
and crabmeat to pork and beef.  Other vegetables may be substituted (bean 
sprouts, scallions). See illustrated photos.

WONTON

EGG ROLL


